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Looking back so we can look ahead 
Gil Penalosa, Canada, Chair of the Board of Directors

It is hard to believe that it has already been eight months since the launch of World Urban Parks.

As Chair I would like to extend a big thank you to all of our members for your high level of engagement during this exciting building phase of World Urban Parks. It has been a pleasure to be part of such an enthusiastic and knowledgeable team of city park leaders and professionals.

In only a short amount of time we have been able to accomplish a lot.  Here is a re-cap of some of our accomplishments in 2015:

•    World Urban Parks “goes live” in April 2015 transferring members from IFPRA, and International Urban Park and Green Space Alliance. 
•    First World Urban Parks Congress held in Ponte de Lima Portugal in May 2015 with approximately 200 attendees. 
•    World Urban Parks governance structure approved and international Board appointed
•    Key communication and branding complete with logo, website, monthly news and social media presence.

•    World Urban Parks was represented at several international forums : City Parks Alliance Greater and Greener, San Francisco, USA; The Future of Park Management Symposium, Awaji, Japan; World Urban Parks Congress with 9th Iberoamerican Congress, Ponte de Lima, Portugal; the Institute of Environment and Recreation Management national convention, Johannesburg South Africa; Hortis Congress, Marseille, France; Parks and Leisure Australia National Conference, Sydney, Australia; International Union for the Conservation of Nature World Parks Congress, Sydney, Australia; Salzburg Global Seminar: Nature, Health and a New Urban Generation - Invitation to Leaders Meeting, Salzburg, Austria, and the New Zealand Recreation Association National Conference, Wellington, New Zealand. 
•    Several World Urban Parks programs launched and active including Regional and Standing Committees with Chairs and enthusiastic member participation, the Annual Indicators Benchmarking Project, and the World Urban Parks Distinguished Individual Award.
•    World Parks Academy launches a new website - the first international competency-based certification programs for the parks and recreation industry.
•    World Parks Day held on 19 September 2015 with global participants.

I reiterate what I said in my first message as Chair - we have a lot of work to do! This is a great time to recognize some good progress but to also “re-charge our batteries” for 2016 as we embark on a new year with new exciting possibilities for expanding our influence to improve urban parks and open space development in our cities.

World Urban Parks Congress 2016 announced 
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The second World Urban Parks Congress will be held from 26-28 September 2016 in Cape Town, South Africa in partnership with the Institute for Environment and Recreation Management (IERM). The Institute represents about 60 of the largest parks departments in South Africa.

The three-day congress will include technical tours, presentations and workshops, a trade show and time for World Urban Parks Board and committee meetings.

The international Congress combined with IERM's national conference and with planned University of South Africa support is expected to attract about 250 participants. The Congress theme will be relevant to the broad sector.

National conference sub-themes include parks and green spaces, recreation, biodiversity and urban nature conservation; planning, development and management; and education. International issues relating to climate change, health, population and economic impacts, as well as World Urban Parks working party outcomes will also be considered.

All parties who may be interested in presenting papers or case studies at the convention are invited to submit an abstract of no more than 200 words to Charlene Wightman of the IERM Secretariat by Friday, 29 April 2016. Please contact Charlene [image: image31.jpg]


for a submission form.

The multicultural Cape Town metropolitan population is 3.8 million people and includes the iconic Table Mountain and Cape Point. From 2012-2014 it was rated three years in a row as the best place to visit in the world by The Telegraph Travel Awards.

World Urban Parks members will be spoiled for choice with the World Urban Parks Europe Region Congress being held in Albi, France in partnership with Hortis from 5-8 October 2016.

This aligns with a new approach to the World Urban Parks conference strategy, which adds an international dimension to national conferences of members through provision of international presenters and collaboration with World Urban Parks regions and committees.
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World Urban Parks Board and committee update 

Dr Digby Whyte, World Urban Parks CEO, Australia

The full World Urban Parks Board met on 3 December and welcomed new Board Director Martha Fajardo of Colombia, a former President of the International Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA), bringing a formal connection between IFLA and World Urban Parks. Martha was appointed a Co-Chair of the World Urban Parks Americas Region with an extra focus on engaging South America.

Gil Penalosa (Chair of World Urban Parks) and Richard Murray (President of Ekoparken) were appointed Co-Chairs of the Large Urban Parks Executive Committee. The Board reviewed the business plan and noted the 2015/16 priority was building World Urban Parks membership, particularly via Region and Committee activity and via the website www.worldurbanparks.org.

The step up in committee activity was commended, as well as continuing conference approval with the 2016 World Congress with the Institute of Environment and Recreation Management in Cape Town, South Africa from 26-28 September and the Europe Region Congress with Hortis in Albi, France from 6-8 October 2016.

Seventeen agency and large urban park leaders from around the world met by web conference on 12 November 2016 to approve a terms of reference and discuss activity for the new Large Urban Parks Executive Committee and group. Those represented ranged from Central Park, New York and Rivierenhof, Antwerp to Albert Park, Melbourne.

The Executive Committee will meet early in 2017 to facilitate development of the group. Activity centered on inviting large urban parks organisations and leaders to join the group, sharing best practice, advocacy, applied research and profiling large urban parks of the world. These will be developed on the website and two large urban parks are featured in this issue of World Parks News.

The World Parks Academy Board of Regents met on 8 December to approve Certified Park Professional (CPP) and Certified International Park Professional (CIPP applications. The Board also decided to keep fees at $275 USD for CPP and CIPP. The CIPP Senior Professional Clause will continue in the short term while the Board looks at integrating those with a high amount of senior experience into the standard CIPP eligibility criteria.

All committees, including the Knowledge and Standards, Members and Partnerships, Large Urban Parks, Finance and Audit, and the Europe, Asia-Pacific and Americas Region Committees welcome new members who would like to become engaged in global activity. Interaction is frequently by web conferencing and in association with congresses. Enquiries are welcome to ceo@worldurbanparks.org [image: image2.png]
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Parks of the World: Millennium Park, Chicago, USA 
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This and the next two articles profile three large urban parks from the USA, Sweden and Australia to highlight the creation of the Large Urban Parks network and committee in World Urban Parks. Organisations and individuals interested in becoming part of this new initiative are welcome to contact World Urban Parks CEO Dr Digby Whyte at ceo@worldurbanparks.org [image: image3.png]


.
Millennium Park in Chicago, Illinois, is introduced below from the perspective of the Millennium Park Quadruple Net Value Report (2011), produced by Texas A&M University and DePaul University. The report assessed the significant social/cultural, economic, environmental, and sensory return on investment of the park to the City of Chicago.

The park, which is a former rail yard, parking lot and strip of green space, was conceptualised by former Mayor Richard M. Daley as an asset that would transform Chicago; one that would encompass art, music, and public space, becoming the world’s largest green roof (over a parking garage). The $USD 490 million park of 24.5 acres was designed by Frank Gehry, funded half by the city and half by private donors, and opened in 2004.

The park now comprises a series of pavilions, one fronting a great lawn; promenades, outdoor galleries, and distinctive gardens, fountain, monument, cloud gate and serpentine bridge connecting 319 acre Grant Park. It is located beside the Art Institute of Chicago and Tourism, Visitor Information and Cultural Centres and contains a theatre for music and dance, restaurant and a Cycle Centre.

The report describes Millennium Park as an example of real estate value creation through proper conceptualization, design, delivery and management in creating a cultural centre of Chicago, with 5 million visits per year, and an internationally recognized symbol of the city.

The report’s conclusions of the return on investment and return on perception are quoted here:

Social/Cultural Return 
Real estate value is created in part by people visiting a site again and again. The programming at Millennium Park has been integral in successfully drawing visitors for their first or return visits. The park generates the following social/cultural returns: 610 annual free concerts, tours, workouts, theatrical performances, exhibitions and family events per year; 5 million annual visitors; a 10% increase in public transit ridership; 300 bicycle parking spaces, 250 rental bikes, 200 Segways; daily yoga, Pilates and Zumba classes in the summer (10,080 annual participants); ice skating in the winter months (70,000 +annual participants); 24.5 acres of parkland; a 71% increase in population (5,877 residents) near the park; 15,225 linear feet of walkways; world class architecture and art at nine primary venues; 9 revolving art exhibitions; 50-100 annual art tours in five languages (depending on weather conditions); 14 registered organizations committed to programming annual events; over 19 private development projects or facilities that claim the Millennium Park brand; 12.14 acres of green space; and 287 events and programs at the Family Fun tent that generates 229,693 participants. 

Economic Return 
The economic downturn in 2008, along with the historic landmark designation of Michigan Avenue buildings adjacent to the park, has created recent property tax assessment challenges for the park and its nearby properties. Despite these circumstances, it is clear that Millennium Park has generated the following economic impact on the City of Chicago: $490M in total park construction; $ 2.45 Billion in new construction near the park; 70,070 direct, indirect and induced jobs created by new construction in the area; a 57% increase in new residential units near the park (3,587 units since 2005); 29% premium on park units sold with views of the park; five million annual visitors which generate $1.29B in tourism dollars; $5.9M in annual operations costs that feed the local economy; 2,126 new underground parking spaces at Millennium Park; an 11% increase in hotel rooms (751 rooms) near the park; $173.5M donated by 115 founders to specific projects within the park; and 11 fortune 500 companies that donated to the park.

Environmental Return 
The transformation of a small green space, parking lot, and rail yard into Millennium Park, with its many acres of natural landscaping, has had many positive affects on the environment. The environmental return on investment is evident in the following ways: 2.5 acres at the Lurie Garden; 2.2 acres of lawn at the Pritzker Pavilion; 7.6 acres of additional gardens in the park; a total of 12.14 acres of green space; a 61.5% increase in green space from the previous park on Michigan Avenue; the addition of 550 trees, 90,454 plants (39 varieties) outside of the Lurie Garden; the Lurie Garden has 35,000 perennial plants (240 varieties), 120,000 bulbs, 5,200 woody plants (14 varieties); the Exelon Pavilions are four of the five buildings with solar generated electricity (19,840 annual Kilowatt Hours); 70% retention of annual rainfall at the park; 50% drought tolerant plants in the park; 426.9 pounds of air pollutants removed annually; 4,300 square feet of walkway comprised of recycled granite counter tops; two I-GO cars at Millennium Park (car sharing program); 64.2% increase in permeable surfaces; Big Belly solar trash compactors adjacent to the park which minimize trash collection pollution; 15 annual environmental education programs; and 250 rental bicycles and 200 Segways that provide alternative modes of transportation for the region. 

Sensory Return
A variety of carefully planned sights, sounds, textures, smells and tastes have been implemented in the Millennium Park. Other sensory elements occur naturally through day-to-day activities, further enhancing the sensory value of the park. While each person will react differently to the sensory aspects of the space, the five senses are impacted by Millennium Park in the following positive ways: four iconic architectural/artistic elements in the park designed by world class designers that impact the image and visual value of the park; three major water features that cover 2% of the park area for visual, sound and touch value; $2.5 M in annual maintenance to the park to ensure its continued sensory value to the community; Columbus Avenue depressed roadway and the BP Bridge sound barriers; $3M world class sound system for the Pritzker Pavilion performance area; 18 adjacent restaurants and thousands of flowering plants that positively impact visitors olfactory nerves; 5 million annual visitors that generate visual and sound value from social activity; underground trash collection which positively impacts the visual, sound and smell value of the park.

The subjective value of the park can’t be calculated, but the added value from the following items illustrate a greater return on perception: world class design has added value to the brand and image of Chicago; international visitation is an indicator of the park’s international reputation; building frontage on the park is more valuable but not calculated because typical office space covers the entire floor plate of the buildings; there is generally over $100 per square foot increase in value for residential units that have views of the park; the Millennium Park brand provides additional value to over 19 businesses; the park view from Michigan Avenue restaurants has stimulated the development of outdoor patios; generally, rental rates for retail space near the park has gone up; the brand value of Millennium Park has strengthened Chicago’s reputation as a tourist destination; an increasing number of suburban residents visit downtown Chicago to enjoy Millennium Park activities; and Chicago’s reputation as a world-class art destination has been enhanced by the permanent and rotating art and architecture at the park.

- Jerke D, Mikulenka R, Conti S, Nabavi N, and Budz C (2011) Millennium Park Quadruple Net Value Report. Texas A&M University and De Paul University, pp77.
Cover photo: View of Millennium Park from The Legacy at Millennium Park, Ryan Mikulenka
Parks of the World: The Royal National City Park, Stockholm, Sweden 

[image: image14.jpg]


Dr Richard Murray, Sweden, Large Urban Parks Executive Committee Co-Chair

The Royal National City Park is situated partly in the communities of Stockholm, Solna and Lidingö. The park was founded in 1995, and offers a unique mixture of nature and culture.

Because it is located right in the middle of the metropolitan area of Stockholm it is extremely valuable for the recreation opportunities it offers to thousands of city residents. This item offers some facts about this fascinating park, as well as a brief history.

Some facts about the Royal National City Park:
* 27 square kilometres in total - 19 square kilometres of land and eight square kilometres of water.  
* Rich in biodiversity, this park houses 75 per cent of the species found in middle Sweden.
* Many rare species - this is the only place in Sweden that some plants and insects on the “red list” (on the verge of extinction) are found.
* Probably the largest population of giant oak trees in northern Europe – a remnant from the bronze age.
* Hundreds of protected and architecturally unique buildings.
* The most frequented urban park area in Sweden, with 15 million visits per year.
* The most frequented tourist destination in Sweden.
* Four Royal Palaces (in Sweden there is a total of 11).
* A series of gardens dating from different periods, a baroque garden, an English landscape garden, sports arenas, museums, amusement park and an open air museum (the first in the world, named Skansen).


History of the park

Middle Ages
During the early Middle Ages, Stockholm and its environs was an agricultural area with a royal palace at its centre, surrounded by fields and meadows which supplied its needs. The countryside around the palace therefore consisted of open pasture and fields. Livestock grazed the pasture, hay was harvested for the winters and fresh produce was transported into the palace every day.
Eventually the palace needed more land to supply its wants and by the end of the 13th century King Magnus Ladulås had acquired the major part of Djurgården, which in those days was known as Valdemar Island and belonged to the Catholic Church.
Nobody knows how old this name is. Iron Age burial sites have been found on the island and they may have been close to a village of the same name. King Valdemar may have given his name to the island.

The Reformation
The Church had admittedly been able to retain some of its rights on Valdemar Island, but the seizure of Church property at the beginning of the 16th century enabled Gustav Vasa to assume administration of the entire island. He also acquired parts of what is now Northern Djurgården, previously the property of the Klara Abbey and the Friary on Helgeandsholmen.
Gustav Vasa had three royal barns on Djurgården, North and South, and he managed his considerable holdings with an iron hand to secure that they were fully supplied to provide for his own needs, for his kinfolk and for his dependents.

On the other hand, his sons, Erik XIV and, above all, Johan III adopted the fashion of continental rulers by creating hunting parks close to the towns in which their palaces were sited, and this brings us to a new era in which the concept of Royal Djurgården (Royal Deer Park) was established.

The 17th Century
A long fence – over 20 kilometres - had been erected to close in deer and other animals that were being hunted, and also protect the land from intrusion by common people. The park served more than ever as a hunting ground. Bears, elk, wolves and fowl were hunted. King Charles XI and his son, eventually Charles XII, at one time slayed 12 wolves on one occasion. The oldest remaining building in the park dates from that time; a fishing lodge from the 1680s.

Enlightenment
In the 18th century fashions from abroad again permeated this northern outpost of Europe. King Gustaf III wanted to create an English landscape park and chose for this purpose an area just north of the city, a pastoral land around a fairly large lake, Brunnsviken.

He engaged landscape architects, artists and architects to design the area, now called Haga. He also had some of his “favourites” build villas in the area. This development ended when the king was assassinated in 1792. Due to that the large palace that had been started remains as an unfinished basement and the park is instead characterized by small scale buildings, temples and kiosks.
In line with the royal interest in pure, beautiful landscape, the park was opened up to the public. Djurgården became a much cherished goal for excursions and picnics, giving inhabitants of a filthy city the possibility to breathe fresh air.

Bernadotte
Sweden chose one of Napoleon Bonaparte’s marshals in 1810 to become king, Jean Baptiste Bernadotte. His descendants still ‘rule’ Sweden. The king had a summer residence built in the park, Rosendal, and promoted a conscious design of the park, among other things a beautiful, curved canal. He used park venues both to oversee military exercises and to greet spring 1st of May together with is subjects.

His sons, especially Oscar II, promoted villas being built for his favourites, to the extent that popular protests reached the parliament and produced propositions to protect the land, mainly the southern part of Djurgården. A series of government commissions looked into the matter in the early 20th century. No real conclusion was reached, but in fact great building plans of extending the city eastward over most of what is now the park was halted.

Present time
Proposals to protect the area, like the ones launched in the early 1900s, were prompted again in late 1980s by extensive building and exploitation plans. In the 1990s an idea was presented about connecting the separate parks Djurgården, Haga and Ulriksdal and including surroundings into one large park, called 'Ekoparken' by the Ekoparken Association.

This idea came out of a project of World Wide Fund for Nature in Sweden and became the starting point for Ekoparken Association in 1992. The idea was turned into a proposal to the parliament. 
The park was founded in 1995 by national law. Encroachment on nature and park areas is forbidden and harm must not be done to the heritage landscape and its natural and cultural values. Despite this, the Ekoparken Association have had to fight for the preservation of the park since then.

Developers and municipalities are keen to exploit estates right in the middle of the metropolitan area. Until recently we have been fairly successful in defending the park, but now a large building complex (150,000 square metres of floor space) of the university is going to be built on the shores of the 18th century English landscape park. We have fought this up to the Supreme Court but have had no success.

Other threats are highways and more residential areas. Stockholm is a fast growing city, at present, which causes pressures on all “vacant” land. A motorway in a tunnel (Österleden/Östlig förbindelse) is projected in the eastern parts of the park. It will have adjoining roads cutting the park into two halves. If realized it will create pressures to exploit the meadows of Ladugårdsgärde. The construction will affect the park for a long time

Administration
The majority of the park is owned by the national government, some parts are owned by the municipalities and private landowners or housing cooperatives. The Royal National City Park is managed mainly by the Royal Djurgården Administration. NGOs (Ekoparken Association and WWF) play a great role in the protection and development of the park. The national county administrative board has a coordinating role.
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A map of 'Ekoparken'
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Parks of the World: Albert Park, Melbourne, Australia 
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Albert Park is one of Melbourne’s iconic parks. It is located about three kilometres from the Melbourne CBD and is some 225 hectares in area comprising notable sporting grounds, stadia, a golf course and a series of structured and unstructured recreation areas around a centrally located lake.

Albert Park is one of the most popular parks in Victoria, receiving over six million visits per year and performing a critical role both regionally and locally as a destination for formal and informal recreation. While the park serves a critical local role, it is also an important regional destination forming part of a suite of major open space areas, informally known as ‘green lungs’ that encircle central Melbourne.

It is a notable exemplar of how major urban parklands can contribute to inner city liveability, and the park is also internationally recognised as the venue for the Australian Formula One Grand Prix.
Key regional destinations in Albert Park include its world class recreational facilities such as the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre, the Lakeside Stadium and Junction Oval. There are 24 sporting fields, which accommodate around 40 different clubs and host numerous local, interstate and international sports.

The park is also extensively used by local residents for its jogging, walking and cycling trails that encircle the lake. Other unstructured leisure areas include five public picnic areas, two event lawns, multiple playgrounds and open grass areas. A range of commercial and restaurant businesses also have a presence within Albert Park.

Albert Park Lake is a key water body within both a regional and local context, accommodating a range of water sports in inner Melbourne. The lake’s historical importance and association with Port Phillip Bay and its historical swamplands is a critical element in the evolution of Melbourne’s inner south. The lake and park surrounds also support a permanent population of around 150 native black swans and numerous other native water birds (including ducks, coots and swamp hens).

Albert Park is a desired location for the staging of main events, both community based and commercial. Each year a full calendar of events takes place within Albert Park, including fun runs, festivals and competitions.

The landscape character of Albert Park is an important factor that defines the parks identity. In the most general terms, the park can be defined as an open, grassy precinct with scattered established exotic and native canopy trees which are complimentary to the open profile and lakeside nature setting.

NZRA National Conference Report 
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Parks were centre-stage at the New Zealand Recreation Association (NZRA) National Conference, held at Te Papa Tongarewa – the Museum of New Zealand in New Zealand’s capital city Wellington from 18-20 November.

International keynote speakers featured Michael Kirschman, Deputy Director of the NRPA Gold Award Winning Mecklenburg County Parks and Recreation Department in North Carolina, who spoke on the benefits of recreation experiences and shared research illustrating the value of open spaces.

CEO of Australian leisure consultancy Belgravia Leisure Nick Cox discussed how to avoid a ‘one size fails all’ approach when providing recreation experiences, while renowned landscape architect Thomas Woltz, Principal Landscape Architect of New York/Virginia firm Nelson Byrd Woltz gave a presentation on ‘new parks in a new world’.

World Urban Parks Directors Jenn Halliday and Chris Rutherford were also present at the conference, which attracted over 300 delegates, and featured over 40 speakers in its two days of presentations in addition to trade exhibits and field studies of successful recreation projects in the Wellington region.

World Urban Parks CEO Dr Digby Whyte also presented the benefits of World Urban Parks to over 40 delegates, including the recently appointed Parks and Leisure Australia President Kristen Jackson.

In his presentation, Dr Whyte called for collaboration to achieve liveable, healthier and more sustainable communities, sharing the story behind the creation of the new organisation, the goals of World Urban Parks and innovative ideas such as the creation of urban parks with formal National Park status.
 
Other presentations ranged from topics as diverse as the impact of community sport hubs in Scotland and how to achieve positive health outcomes through recreation to virtual mapping systems for parks and open spaces and bike parks as the ‘next generation of playground’.

The conference was also attended by New Zealand’s Honourable Dr Jonathan Coleman who, desirably, holds the roles of both Minister for Sport and Recreation and Minister of Health and who demonstrated a clear understanding of the benefits of recreation in achieving positive health outcomes in a presentation with Sport New Zealand CEO Peter Miskimmin.
 
Technical tours included a walk through the city’s newest parks and open spaces, including pocket parks on Victoria Street, a tour of the eastern parks on the Miramar Peninsula, a field trip to the recreation spaces of the Hutt Valley and Kāpiti Coast and a visit to the $120m NZD Pukeahu National War Memorial Park, completed in 2015.
 
The National Conference also included the annual NZRA Awards Dinner, where awards recognising outstanding and individuals involved in providing recreation experiences were presented.

Photos

Cover photo: Dr Digby Whyte celebrates with the New Zealand Recreation Association staff at the NZRA Awards Dinner.
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World Urban Parks CEO Dr Digby Whyte presenting on the value of parks


World Urban Parks CEO Dr Digby Whyte with Asia-Pacific Director Chris Rutherford and Parks and Leisure Australia President Kristen Jackson


Michael Kirschman during his keynote presentation
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View from Te Papa at NZRA National Conference Day 2
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Delegates at NZRA National Conference afternoon break day 2
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Delegates at NZRA National Conference Awards Dinner
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Dr Digby Whyte and Jenn Halliday meet with World Urban Parks Secretariat
Article: Für lebenswerte Stadtlandschaften 



This article reproduces an item from Swiss magazine dergartenbau 23/2015, published in November. The article includes an interview between dergartenbau reporter Monika Jäggi and World Urban Parks Vice-Chair Emanuel Trueb, providing insight into the creation of World Urban Parks.

This article is available in its original language to ensure it retains its original meaning. If you would like to read a translated version, you may wish to use an online translation tool such as Google Translate.

[note - While we have included a transcription of the text for easy translation, you may wish to view this against the original.]

World Urban Parks – so lautet der Name der 2015 aus der IFPRA hervorgegangenen Dachorganisation. Sie will eine zukunftsgerichtete Plattform und ein Forum werden für Themen der urbanen Grünraumgestaltung.

Interview: Monika Jäggi Bilder: zvg, M. Jäggi (2, 3)

Für lebenswerte Stadtlandschaften

Die High Line in New York – der Stadtpark, der auf einem erhöht gebauten Eisenbahntrassee durch Manhattens West Side führt, ist weltbekannt. Erst 2011 eröffnet, ist er heute Teil des Stadtgrüns in New York und aus der Weltstadt nicht mehr wegzudenken. Auch der kürzlich eröffnete Quartierpark Pfingstweid im Trendquartier Zürich-West ist ein wichtiger Baustein der Freiraumversorgung für das städtische Entwicklungsgebiet. Ob klein oder gross – grüne Oasen machen  Städte attraktiv. Parks rücken zudem als Massnahme zur Bekämpfung der Klimaerwärmung vermehrt in den Fokus von Grünraum- und Stadtplanung. Die Bedeutung von Stadtparks und urbanen Freiräumen international bekannt zu machen, ist das Ziel der 2015 gegründeten Organisation World Urban Parks (WUP).

Sie ersetzt die International Federation of Park and Recreation Administration (IFPRA), die in den 50er-Jahren von den europäischen Gartenamtsleitern gebildet wurde. Wie sich die WUP von dieser unterscheidet, erzählt Emanuel Trueb, Leiter der Stadtgärtnerei Basel. In seiner Rolle als WUP Übergangspräsident war Trueb massgeblich daran beteiligt, die Lancierung der neuen Organisation voranzubringen.

dergartenbau: Was gab den Ausschlag, über eine neue Organisation nachzudenken?

Emanuel Trueb: Ein wichtiger Grund war der Mitgliederschwund. Von 1000 Mitgliedern in den Anfangsjahren schrumpfte die Organisation bis Ende der 90er Jahre auf 400 Mitglieder zusammen. In vielen Städten wurden die Gartenbauämter aufgehoben. Vermehrt übernehmen heute Stiftungen die Aufgaben der Gartenbauämter. In Pittsburgh, USA, übernahm die Pittsburgh Park Conservancy die Bewirtschaftung und den Unterhalt der Parkanlagen. Es war klar, dass IFPRA unter diesen Voraussetzungen nicht mehr erhalten werden konnte. Unsere einzigen Einnahmen waren Mitgliederbeiträge und Kongressgebühren. Auch die Kommunikation war total veraltet. Die Attraktivität von IFPRA schwand.

Wie wurde die Umgestaltung angepackt?
Eine Expertengruppe setzte sich mit der neuen Form von IFPRA auseinander und mit der Frage, wen die neue Organisation ansprechen soll. Wir holten dazu Dr. Digby Whyte aus Australien. Er ist ein erfahrener Parkmanager und Organisator. Wir mussten Wege finden, um die Mitgliederzahl zu erhöhen. Wir brauchen eine Organisation, die international relevant und für Gemeinden, Städte und für Organisationen attraktiv ist. Die treibenden Kräfte hinter dieser Idee waren Neuseeland, Australien und England sowie der damalige norwegische IFPRA-Präsident Torgeir Esig Sørensen.

Was verändert sich mit dem Umbau von IFPRA zur WUP?
Neu gibt es die Möglichkeit der Doppelmitgliedschaft. Tritt eine Organisation der WUP bei, können Mitglieder dieser Organisation auch Mitglied werden – zum halben Preis. Zudem können neu auch Organisationen, die am gleichen Thema arbeiten und uns fachlich nahestehen, beitreten. Auch Privatpersonen und Unternehmen können heute der WUP beitreten.

Warum soll eine Einzelperson Mitglied werden bei WUP?
Eine Einzelmitgliedschaft verschafft Zugang zu einem internationalen Netzwerk von Parkprofis weltweit und bietet Möglichkeiten zum unkomplizierten Erfahrungsaustausch.

Was ändert sich sonst noch bei WUP?
Wir wollen mehr Leute erreichen und haben deshalb die Kommunikation professionalisiert. Heute gibt es eine interaktive Website sowie einen Newsletter.

Reichen Mitgliederbeiträge als Einnahmequelle?
Zusätzliche Finanzierungsmöglichkeiten sind nötig: Wir haben einer privaten Firma die Rechte gegeben, ihr Produkt, das «Yardstick Benchmarking Programm» auf unserer Website zu vermarkten. Das ist ein Programm, das einheitliche international gültige Beurteilungskriterien und Standards für Grünflächen und Parks festlegt. Parkverwaltungen können das Programm zur Beurteilung ihrer Parks kaufen. Zudem hat WUP ein «Knowledge and Standards Committee» etabliert. Damit sollen die weltweit unterschiedlichen Berufsdiplome vereinheitlicht werden. Interessierte bezahlen, um sich ihre Funktion und Ausbildung überprüfen zu lassen. Sie erhalten dann das Certificate Park Professional (CPP) oder das Certificate International Park Professional (CIPP). Ein Teil der Gebühren geht an WUP.

Wie bewährt sich die neue Struktur?
Die Nachfrage nach Mitgliedschaften wächst an Orten, von denen wir es nicht erwartet hatten, z. B. von Russland, Korea oder Brasilien. Oft erfahren die Länder erst jetzt, dass es WUP gibt. Jetzt sollen auch Spanien, Italien und Südamerika beitreten. Sie fehlten bis anhin, weil IFPRA ein angelsächsisches Kon strukt war. Die ersten Mitglieder waren Austra lien, Neuseeland, Namibia, Süd indien und Südafrika.Auch Japan trat schon früh bei. 

Wie funktioniert die Zusammenarbeit solch unterschiedlicher Kulturen?
Die Fragestellungen in den Städten und Ballungszentren sind in Bezug auf Grün- und Freiraum weltweit dieselben. Unabhängig von Sprache, Herkunft und Kultur – die Menschen suchen den Naturbezug, erholsame Freizeitmöglichkeiten, Naturerfahrungen, Bewegung im Freien oder einen Raum für Sozialkontakte. Sprachlich hat man sich auf Englisch geeinigt. Die kulturellen und geografischen Unterschiede machen dieses Netzwerk besonders interessant und wertvoll. Das Ziel von WUP ist es, dass wir mit diesen einzigartigen Kulturen eine Weltgemeinschaft bilden.

Wo steht WUP politisch?
Politisch haben wir keinen Einfluss. Das macht uns verlässlich für interessante Partner – zum Beispiel für Russland oder China. Speziell China hat viel zu bieten. Die Entwicklung seiner Millionenstädte sowie die Grün- und Freizeit-versorgung dieser urbanen Räume – das sind riesige Themen.

World Urban Parks (WUP) 
World Urban Parks vertritt alle, die sich weltweit mit Freiräumen, Parks und Erholungsgebieten im urbanen Raum beschäftigen. Dazu zählen öffentliche Verwaltungen, Expertinnen aus der grünen Branche, Gesellschaften, private Organisationen und Firmen. Ziel des Dachverbandes ist es, in Städten und urbanen Siedlungsgebieten eine lebenswerte Umwelt durch Parks, Freiʓächen und Erholungsgebiete zu schaffen. Präsident von WUP ist Gil Penelosa, Kanada, Vizepräsidenten sind Emanuel Trueb, Schweiz, und Neil McCarthy, Australien. M. Jäggi www.worldurbanparks.org

Birsig – Park und Hochwasserschutz
Ein Beispiel, wie die Stadt Basel Klimawandel und Parkgestaltung begegnet, liefert die bis 2017 laufende Neugestaltung der Grünanlage «Nachtigallenwäldeli».Sie wird von einem Durchgangsort zu einem vielfältig nutzbaren Park umgestaltet. Gleichzeitig werden auch Hochwasser-Schutzmassnahmen realisiert. Die Anlage führt vom Zoologischen Garten entlang des kanalisierten Birsig in Richtung Heuwaage und durch die Innenstadt in den Rhein. Im Stadtgebiet ʓoss der Birsig ursprünglich offen. Mitte des 19. Jh. wurde der Fluss in der Innenstadt zugedeckt und die Ufer im Einzugsgebiet verbaut.

Heute liegt die Gefahr in der Talsohle der Innenstadt, entlang der Birsig-Eindohlung. Bei Starkregen schwillt der Fluss an. Er reisst Laub, Äste und Bäume mit und verstopft den Eingang in den unterirdischen Stollen. Um dieses Risiko zu vermindern, wird der Fluss, bevor er in den unterirdischen Stollen ʓiesst, offen gelegt. Dazu wird das Birsig-Parkdeck bei der Heuwaage – eine Betondecke über dem darunter verlaufenden Birsig – abgerissen und zur Parkanlage gestaltet. Der Zugang zum Stollen wird vergrössert und davor ein Grobrechen installiert. Als weitere Schutzmassnahme wird das enge Bachbett verbreitert. Monika Jäggi
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Article: Research key to sustainable park design
Explore how parks can build sustainability into their designs in this interview with one of landscape architecture's leading lights>>The New Zealand Recreation Association recently interviewed renowned landscape architect Thomas Woltz, named Wall Street Journal Design Innovator of the Year in 2013.

Mr Woltz is Principal Landscape Architect of Nelson Byrd Woltz, an American firm renowned for sustainable urban park masterplans such as Houston’s Memorial Park, Hudson Yards Plaza in New York, and Cornwall Park in Auckland, New Zealand. In the interview, Mr Woltz discusses his firm’s design methodology, and the relationship between sustainable design and public parks.


World Urban Parks backs Australasian Parks Week
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World Urban Parks is backing the revival of the Australia and New Zealand Parks Week, a series of events and activities that will run from 5-13 March 2016.

This event is run in partnership by the New Zealand Recreation Association and Parks and Leisure Australia, and features engaging events to raise awareness on the value of parks and open spaces, and to get people out of their living rooms and enjoying the outdoors.

Acclaimed British filmmaker David Bond of The Wild Network will support the event in New Zealand, and a dedicated website, parks-week.org, will be launched next week. The website will feature resources and information to support promotion and a list of Parks Week supporters, as well as events and activities to celebrate the importance of parks.
Recent reports illustrate the benefits of parks
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The City Parks Alliance recently released A Smart Investment for America’s Health: The Land and Water Conservation Fund, a report co-authored by World Urban Parks Director Catherine Nagel that highlights the important role the Land and Water Conservation Fund plays in supporting strong, healthy communities across America.

This report also provides an excellent breakdown of the health and economic benefits of urban parks, and the role of parks in combating chronic lifestyle diseases such as obesity, heart disease and diabetes.

A recent report from the National Recreation and Park Association The Economic Impact of Local Parks is also of interest, detailing the economic benefits of parks across the USA.
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2015 Annual Indicators Report coming soon 

World Urban Parks Annual Indicators is a tool for park managers to easily collect and share core information about their parks, allowing them to view comparative information across the globe.
The 2015 World Urban Parks Annual Indicators Report is currently being compiled with data from Yardstick participating organisations in New Zealand, Canada, Australia, South Africa, Denmark and Finland.

All parks agencies are invited to join this project, which World Urban Parks considers a key project to drive global information sharing and innovation.

To obtain this up-to-the-minute data on international urban parks provision and management you can pre-order your copy [image: image9.png]


now for only $USD 380, which provides the 2015 report and inclusion of an organisation in the 2016 survey. 

Contact ceo@worldurbanparks.org [image: image10.png]


to order your copy now or register to participate in 2016.

World Urban Parks partners with Yardstick to provide parks and recreation benchmarking tools designed to drive business improvement. Park managers developed Yardstick for the industry as a benchmarking tool to collect, share and compare vital information to measure and evaluate current performance and drive future improvements.

The Annual Indicators questionnaire collects a range of information intended to produce 27 key performance indicators (see table below) for the international urban park community.

An online annual survey collects 30 common industry datasets which have been developed and tested through 10 years of international parks benchmarking. On completion of the survey, the on-line reporting provides an immediate ability to review results complimented by an annual pdf summary report.

Data for the Annual Indicators questionnaire is gathered with the assistance of question guidelines, which have been developed to carefully explain and define the exact data required.

World Urban Parks Annual Indicators is available in any language with the assistance of member organisations.

Benchmarks

•    Identify, plan and improve your strategic goals and direction
•    Record your overall operation costs
•    Lobby for additional resources.
•    Drive asset management implementation and improvements
•    Develop parks strategies and levels of service
•    Compare locally, nationally and internationally
•    Prioritise areas for improvement
•    Assist in identifying strengths and weaknesses of the organisations performance


Table: 27 Annual Indicators
	Park provision
	Provision of park land per 1,000 residents

	 
	Provision of maintained park land per 1,000 residents

	 
	Provision of natural park land per 1,000 residents

	 
	Provision of sports park per 1,000 residents

	 
	 

	Asset provision
	Number of playgrounds per 1,000 children

	 
	Provision of street trees per 1000 residents

	 
	Area of planted beds per 1,000 residents

	 
	Area of parks and roadside mown grass per 1,000 residents

	 
	Length of path or trail per 1,000 residents

	 
	Length of path or trail per hectare of park land

	 
	 

	Investment
	Direct annual operation cost per hectare

	 
	Total annual direct operation cost per 1,000 residents

	 
	Annual capital expenditure per hectare of park land

	 
	Annual capital expenditure per 1,000 residents

	 
	 

	Operations
	Service delivery method used 

	 
	Staff employed per 1,000 residents

	 
	Staff employed per hectare

	 
	 

	Asset Management
	Asset register identifying park features and elements to component level

	 
	Completeness of asset condition information

	 
	Asset renewal plan prepared

	 
	 

	Planning
	Overall plan or strategy for the provision of parks

	 
	Playground strategy or plan

	 
	Tree strategy or plan

	 
	Tracks/trails strategy or plan

	 
	 

	Sustainability
	Policies relating to ethical purchasing or use of sustainable materials

	 
	Policy on chemical use

	 
	Implementation of water management plan for parks


[image: image29.jpg]


Irish Landscape Institute Award Winners 2015
View the list of winners on the ILI website>>The winners of the Irish Landscape Institute Landscape Awards 2015 were announced on 15 October at a reception in the Irish Architectural Archive, Merrion Square, Dublin City Centre.

The ILI Landscape Awards give recognition to exemplary landscape projects, and celebrate the contribution of landscape architects to the public good. This year, a superb collection of projects was entered across eight categories, demonstrating the scope and skills of Irish Landscape Institute members within a range of practice sectors.
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Event: Second International Conference on Urban Tree Diversity
For more information, visit the event website>>Held in Melbourne, Australia, from 22–24 February 2016, this conference will bring together leading researchers and practitioners to discuss aspects of urban tree diversity from around the world. This event is organised by the University of Melbourne, City of Melbourne and the International Society of Arboriculture.

The aim of this biannual event is to assess the state-of-art of research and promote the development of good practice and innovative approaches to urban tree planning and management for more diverse urban forests. Keynote speakers include World Urban Parks member Professor Cecil Konijnendijk Van Den Bosch, Associate Professor Susan Day, Associate Professor Diane Pataki, Professor C Y Jim and Anne Jaluzot.


Upcoming events
We have an exciting schedule of events planned in fascinating locations all over the world. For information about all upcoming World Urban Parks conferences and events, visit our website.

Visit the Congresses & Events section of our website>>
Call for contributions
We welcome your contributions to keep the World Park News interesting, vibrant and relevant. Contributed articles of up to 1,000 words in length are preferred, and each should ideally be accompanied by at least one photo or image.

If you have a news article, research summary, event report or photo to share with the Ifpra community, please email CEO Digby Whyte at ceo@worldurbanparks.org or James Heffield, Communications, at office@worldurbanparks.org.

Please note: Member associations are welcome to forward selected articles from their e-newsletters and e-magazines for publication.
Join World Urban Parks
Organisations and individuals interested in connecting internationally for advocacy, best practice and collaboration are invited to join World Urban Parks.

Members of World Urban Parks are invited to share the one-page 'Pocket Prospectus' with colleagues who they believe will benefit and add value to the organisation.

Members can now join online at worldurbanparks.org/join-us and pay by secure credit card or separately by bank transfer. Individual annual membership is $50 USD while organisations pay on a scale relative to their size.
Best wishes for the New Year
This is the final issue of World Park News for the year, and the next edition will be produced in February 2016.

The team at World Urban Parks wishes you all the best for the New Year.
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